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Study Overview

N

A

The Ontario Ministry of
Transportation (MTO) has
retained WSP Canada Inc.
to undertake the Preliminary
Design and Class
Environmental Assessment
(Class EA) Study for
Highway 15 / Perth Road
Intersection Improvements,
located Iin Franktown,
approximately 12 km south
of Carleton Place, Ontario. 0

Highway 15 and Perth Road
Intersection Improvements

There Is a separate adjacent project for which MTO has also retained WSP Canada Inc. to complete
the Detail Design and Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) Study for the rehabllitation of
Highway 15 from Franktown to Carleton Place in Lanark County, covering approximately 10.8 km.
This project has been completed, and construction Is scheduled to begin In the spring of 2026.
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Class Environmental Assessment Process

| Study Commencement |» Notice of Study Commencement » September 2024
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" Finalize Recommended Plan and prepare -
EA documentation (Transportation » 30-%%3%<t)rgﬁwseﬁwgol3re?iod » Fall 2026
Environmental Study Report [TESR])
Develop Preferred Detail Design
and Refine and Finalize Design
Detalil
Design Consultation
(Future Study)

Environmental Clearance for Construction

This project Is being carried out In
accordance with the approved
environmental planning process for
Group OBO projects
Class Environmental Assessment
(Class EA) for Provincial
Transportation Facilities and

Municipal Expressways (2024).

External agency, Indigenous
Community engagement and public
consultation has, and will continue to,
take place throughout the project.
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Overview of Public Information Centre #1

Public Information Centre (PIC) #1 was held as a drop-in style, open house format on May 22, 2025,
at the Brunton Community Hall, and presented the following:

A An overview of the study purpose, study area, and study process;

’~‘ AThe Project Teamb6bs consultation and engagement efforts,
‘ milestones;

Overview of Environmental Studies;

The existing conditions In the study area,;

Problems and opportunities;

> D>y > D

The proposed Highway 15 and Perth Road intersection improvement alternatives, including signalized intersection
and roundabout;

TS

The preliminary screening of the long list of alternatives and the evaluation criteria that would be used to assess the
short list of alternatives; and

A The next steps for the project and how to provide comments.

The Project Team received a total of twenty-eight (28) comments from the public, interested
stakeholders, agencies and Indigenous Communities. Common themes expressed Iincluded:

A Concerns regarding property impacts and access restrictions;
A Safety and speed concerns in the study area;

A General inquiries about the study:

A Intersection alternative preferences and suggestions; and

A Event feedback.




Highway 15 and Perth Road Intersection Improvement

- Preliminary Design and Class Environmental Assessment St
Ontarlo @ Public Information Centre #2

Environmental Studies

Existing conditions reports were completed prior to the evaluation of alternatives and provided input into the
evaluation. Further detailed technical analysis to assess impacts of the Preferred Alternatives will be completed
as a part of the EA Study. This will confirm mitigation measures to address potential environmental impacts.
This information will be included In the Transportation Environmental Study Report (TESR) and will be further

refined during Detail Design. The below studies are being or will be completed:

*g& Terrestrial Ecosystems m Cultural Heritage

Air Quality
6
‘gio" Erosion and Sediment Q>\ — Site Contamination
5.0 \__/_\_@ ~ Archaeology
Control = —
> |
$ Groundwater ? Designated
1N Substance Survey

Tt

These reports will be summarized as a part of the Transportation Environmental
Study Reports (TESR) being completed.




Ontario @

Highway 15 and Perth Road Intersection Improvement
Preliminary Design and Class Environmental Assessment St
Public Information Centre #2

Existing Natural Environment Conditions

Wild Parsnip

ANoxious weed harmful to agriculture,
ecosystems, and humans/livestock.
AProduces sap that irritates human skin,

Legend

@ Noxious Weed - Wild Parsnip

(® Potential SAR Habitat
@® Environmental Feature

T°W§f o) % IF[@]D Carle | .

Perth < ton
Franktown

especially when exposed to sunlight.
AAbundant along highway medians,
ditches, and culverts within the ROW.

Chimney Swif{Threatened species '
under the ESA [Endangered Species Act

AChimney structures suitable for
nesting/roosting were identified within
the Study Area, particularly a heritage
building at Highway 15 and Perth Road
and a lonestanding chimney east of
Whippoorwill Road.

AAvoid removal of historical houses and
chimneys. If unavoidable, a due o
diligence species survey during detailec ‘- Sely

Smith’s .
design is recommended. Falls St

SAR Tregoosting Batg§ Endangered
under the ESA)

ABats may roost in trees and historic
buildings In the Study Area

AAvoid removal of historical buildings to
protect SAR Bats. MECP consultation
and acoustic surveys may be required If
removal of these structures is
necessary.
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[Mature (large) Silver Maple Tree

Study

Mature (large) Sugar Maple Tree| :

— Chimney Swift - Open Chimney

| d/ Roosting Bat - Cavity Tree]

Roosting Bat - Cavity Tree -

AlLarge Silver Maple (Acsaccharinuand Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) with
DBH > 50 cm.

AAvoidance/protection of mature trees is recommended during detailed design
and active construction due to themlue to the community residents




Highway 15 and Perth Road Intersection Improvement
- Preliminary Design and Class Environmental Assessment St
Ontarlo @ Public Information Centre #2

Evaluation Process

O A ldentified the Evaluation Criteria presented at PIC #1, established through public
\ Input, similar projects, provincial guidelines, and existing conditions. Refer to the
g following slide.

A Assigned a Weight Factor to Each Criterion that best reflects its relative importance.

A Evaluated the short-list of alternatives using a comparative evaluation process to
understand their relative strengths and weaknesses, forming the basis for identifying
the Preferred Plan.

A The alternative that demonstrated the most balanced performance and best /
alignment with project objectives was selected as the Preferred Plan.

The selection of the Preferred Plan included.:

A Reviewing the results of the analysis and evaluation based on specialist work and
INput received during the study;

ll|l A Determining which criteria have the most influence on the outcome;

A Comparing positive/negative impacts for each alterative based on criteria;

A Considering public/stakeholder response to the alternatives and evaluation process.
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Evaluation Criteria for Alternative Designs

Natural Environment Cultural Environment SocieEconomic Environmen

Transportation / Technical

Terrestrial Ecosystems

Direct and/or indirect impacts on
vegetation communities, significant
wildlife, wildlife habitat, and movement
patterns, including SAR

Designated Natural Features

Direct and/or indirect impacts on
Designhated Natural Areas, including
Environmentally Sensitive Areas
(ESAS), Areas of Natural and Scientific
Interest (ANSI), and Provincially
Significant Wetlands (PSWs)

Contamination

Number of potentially contaminated
properties to be impacted.

Excess Soll Management

Quantity of excess soll subject to
O.Reg. 406/19 (relative to other
alternatives).

Erosion and Sediment Control

Qualitative measure of impacts to
areas with Erosion and Sediment
Control concern

Groundwater

Qualitative / quantitative assessment of

Impacts to groundwater. Static Water

Levels: not deeper than 3 meters below

the ground, Shallow Wells: no deeper
than 15 meters below the ground

wh
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Archaeology

Impacts to known archaeological
features or areas of archaeological
potential.

Built Heritage Resources and
Cultural Heritage Landscapes

Number of Impacts to properties
designated under the Ontario
Heritage Act (OHA) or listed on
municipal Heritage Reqisters;
number of cultural heritage
landscapes displaced or disrupted,;

Potential Impacts to Indigenous
Interests

The extent of Indigenous interests.

Properties

Number of residential and
commercial/industrial

Access

Number of property accesses
requiring closure or reconfiguration.
Number of municipal roadway
access closures

Recreation and Tourism

Number of features including parks
and tralls that are directly impacted.

Climate Change Resilience

Qualitative assessment of resilience
of the Project to potential effects from
Climate Change

Air Quality and GHGs

Qualitative assessment of impacts to
air quality and greenhouse gas
emissions.

N.B. MTO Guide identifies 500 m as
the distance 'to avoid the need for air
guality impact mitigations' in most
cases

Approved Local, Regional and
Provincial Plans and Policies

Assessment of conformity with
approved local, regional and
provincial plan and policies

fe2
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Traffic Operations

Traffic operations through the
Intersection, highway geometry,
Impacts on emergency services
response times

Safety

A comparative assessment of the
relative differences in the expected
road safety performance between
the Intersection design alternatives.

Utility Impacts
Utility relocation requirements.

Construction Staging

Construction staging impacts and
complexity, accommodation of

traffic during construction, overbuilds
and throwaway construction
detour/out-of-way travel
requirements, including impacts to
emergency services response times.

Maintenance

Maintenance and serviceability of
traffic signals, illumination,
landscaping, snow clearing.

S
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Alternative Carried Forward to the Short  -list of Alternatives:
Alternative 1A 1 Four Leg Signalized Intersection
(with Irvine Street open at Perth Road)

Four-legged signalized intersection with southbound and northbound left turn lanes
and southbound right turn lane. Irvine Street is open at Perth Road.
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x This Alternative was not carried forward as the Preferred Alternative.
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Alternative Carried Forward to the Short  -list of Alternatives:
Alternative 1A 1 Four Leg Signalized Intersection
(with Irvine Street closed at Perth Road)

Four-legged signalized intersection with southbound and northbound left turn lanes and
southbound right turn lane. Irvine Street Is closed at Perth Road and ends as a cul-de-sac.

/ This Alternative was carried forward as the Preferred Alternative.




